
Are you worried about hive theft?

Yes

Do you have high value colonies? 
(queen breeding)

Is travel time a significant cost?

Is there a significant cost to checking 
the health of your colonies? 

Would you like to increase trust in 
colony strength for pollination 

contracts

Are you worried about detecting weak 
hives for the management of slime-

outs and mite outbreaks?

Yes

No

Consider equipping 10% of hives with 
scales

Consider equipping all hives with 
temperature sensors

Yes Consider equipping all high value 
colonies with temperature sensors 

and some with GPS tracking devices

Consider equipping some hives with 
GPS tracking devices, add camera 

traps

Sensors are unlikely to add value 
to your operation

Consider equipping all hives with 
temperature sensors, share 

temperature profiles with growers

Consider equipping all hives with 
temperature sensors, monitor for 

high and low temperature

Are you worried about nectar 
availability in your hive’s location?

Consider equipping a subset of hives 
with scales, monitor regularly for 

nectar flows

Decision tree: when do you need hive sensors, and 
which one should you use?
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